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as ATCPs, are entitled to participate at meetings with full voting rights. Since the Tteaty came into force, the number of ATCPs has more than doubled, from 12 to 26.3 An additional 15 nations that do not meet the activities requirement have acceded to the Treaty and may take part in meetings, but do not have the right to vote.4 These states are often referred to as non-consultative parties or simply contracting parties.
>      Antarctic Treaty Consultative Meetings. Meetings of the ATCPs are called Antarctic Tteaty Consultative Meetings (ATCMs). The Treaty does not specify the frequency of ATCMs. Since it came into force in 1961,17 ATCMs have been held, approximately one every two years.   Beginning in 1994, ATCMs will be held yearly. In addition to the ATCMs themselves, numerous preparatory, expert, and special consultative meetings have been held. Collectively these meetings have been called a semi-permanent conference of the parties.5
>      DecisionmaJdng.   The TVeaty provides that the Parties may adopt additional measures "in furtherance of the principles and objectives of the Treaty" (Article IX(1)).   Despite the consensus rule, more than 200 such measures have been adopted, on subjects ranging from environmental protection to tourism to the preservation of historic sites and monuments. Recommendations adopted by ATCMs become effective when accepted by all Parties with consultative status at the time the recommendation was adopted.
>      Inspections.   As indicated above, an ATCP may monitor another Party's compliance with the Treaty by means of national inspections. Tb date, there is no precedent for joint or collective international inspections.
* Secretariat. Secretariat functions for ATCMs are provided by the host country. Although the Tteaty does not establish an international organization, the adoption of the Environmental Protocol has stimulated plans to establish a secretariat, most likely within the next several years.
3  Argentina, Australia, Belgium, Brazil, Chile, China, Ecuador, Finland, France, Germany, India, Italy, Japan, Republic of Korea, Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway, Peru, Poland, Russia, South Africa, Spain, Sweden, United Kingdom, United States, and Uruguay.
4  Austria, Bulgaria, Canada, Colombia, Cuba, Czechoslovakia, Denmark, Greece, Guatemala, Hungary, Democratic People's Republic of Korea, Papua New Guinea, Romania, Switzerland, and Ukraine.
5   Gillian D. Triggs, The Antarctic Treaty Regime: Law, Environment and Resources, p. 55 (1987). The original 12 Parties, together with other Parties qualified
